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From the Editor
We are already two months into Key '73. Those who
planned this evangelistic effort were aware of the
Psalmist's prayer and promise
"Restore to me the joy of thy salvation,
And uphold me with a willing spirit.
Then I will teach transgressors thy way,
And sinners will return to thee:
Psa. 51:12, 13
Effective evangelism is related to a repentant and
restored church. This becomes the motivation behind the
lead article "Born After Midnight." Dr. A. W. Tozer,
who was the long-time pastor of the large South Side
Alliance Church, Chicago, was never much impressed
with novelty and glamour when it came to the ministry of
the church. In a day when much emphasis is placed upon
method and personality it may not hurt us one bit to read
Tozer occasionally. Try "Born After Midnight" for size.
I dare say that one of the "unresolved" and almost "off
limits" subjects for sincere Christians is the question of
illness and divine healing. Mrs. Wiebe opens up the
subject with candor and reverence in the article "When
God Does Not Heal." She does not attempt to provide a
theological answer to this perplexing question. Her
answer is one of the heart, born out of personal experience. I am tempted to make some additional comments and observations. I will refrain. Let me commend
it to your reading.
The church has been waiting for an official word on the
church's involvement in response to the Nicaragua
earthquake. This is available and is published on page
nine. Let us neither be weary in well-doing nor
overwhelmed by the needs. We cannot respond to all calls
for help but we need to respond where we have responsibilities. This appeal by the Board for Missions permits
us to do just that.
"The Contemporary Scene" reflects the contemporary
scene and in no way reflects the way the editor thinks it
ought to be. We sense that the subjects touched upon are
significant straws in the wind—for good or for ill—and so
include them in this feature.

HOW THEY WON
from page twelve

1971 of 48 put them in Class D, their attendance is
regularly over 100 which means they may soon be in
Class B. They are growing by visitation and evangelism.
First time conversions since May total 37 persons. The
college-career and married couples class divided. The
young married couples class is planning to divide again.
Another case of multiplying by dividing. Growth in the
young married couples class has swelled the NurseryKindergarten Class to the point where it needed to divide.
Their peak attendance in October was 131, a Sunday
when everyone attending was a member or potential
member, except the Carl Knepper family of four, a
missionary family on furlough. One other factor in their
success is the setting of attendance goals for three years.
They are right on target!
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Editorial
The Membership Roll
HP HE Brethren in Christ are what is known as a
-*• "believers' church." Membership is made up of those
who on the basis of a confession of personal faith and a
responsible decision take vows of membership. These
vows contain obligations to the church which obligations
they accept in their affirmation of these vows.
This concept of membership in the church results in a
strong emphasis upon the responsibility of the individual
member to the congregation and to the denomination.
We expect support for the ministries of the church,
attendance at the public services, involvement in the
program, contributions, based on ability, for the financial
needs of the church and its ministries, and a credible
witness of God's grace in relationships within and beyond
the fellowship.
There is a tendency in our emphasis upon individual
responsibility to forget the congregation's responsibility.
The vows of church membership are made within the
context of a covenant. The very nature of a covenant
suggests mutuality. Both parties to a covenant have
responsibilities. When a congregation receives a member
into its fellowship it accepts obligations not unlike those
accepted by a family when a child is born into its midst.
Most congregations have those on the roll who would
receive less than " A " if graded on the fulfillment of their
vows. In fact, some would hardly receive a passing grade.
It would be equally true that not all congregations would
receive " A ' s " if graded on the fulfillment of their part of
the covenant. It is from both of these perspectives that
church membership rolls should be reviewed.
Now most congregations have those on its membership
rolls with varying degrees of non-involvement in the
program of the congregation where their membership is
held and less than full faithfulness to the membership
vows. The reasons are as numerous as the individual
cases: disinterest, coldness, illness, personal or family
problems, age, distance, temporary or permanent
residency distant from the congregation, mission service,
and so on and on.
There is no hard and fast pattern of response for the
congregation (church board) to these inactive members.
Some responses are administrative; others are pastoral in
nature; all should be redemptive. Members are more than
statistics. They are members of a family. The welfare of
the family is found in and determined by the welfare of
each of its members.
The implications of a redemptive and familiar concern
are that membership rolls are not measured in terms of
dollars and cents. To do so does not reflect much in the
way of a Christ-like concern. Names on a church roll are
people who need the fellowship and support of the
congregation. Those who, it appears, need review by the
church board may be just those who are in special need of
this support and concern.
The church is not a club where membership is determined by the payment of dues. It is a family where the
absent member is missed and remembered, and one who
feels a bit outside is the more warmly welcomed; and the
one with needs is helped and not disowned.
It is a crucial and sacred moment when a church board
sits in judgment of the membership roll. Both the
congregation and the member are being judged.
Z
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Caesar Is a
Weak Reed
^ H E RECENT decision of the Supreme Court as it
-*• relates to laws on abortion is one more piece of
evidence that the Christian church cannot look to the
state to provide much moral and ethical support to
standards of Christian conduct and behaviour.
Gambling has received governmental blessing by many
states and is not only allowed but encouraged. Sexual
deviations and immorality is regarded less and less as the
concern of government. Law enforcement agencies are
virtually ineffective in the control of pornography in any
media because courts are unable or unwilling to define
that which is pornographic. Prayer and Bible reading in
the public schools were found for all practical purposes
illegal. Laws which have supported the permanence of
marriage have been weakened.
This really should come as no great surprise. A secular
state has no mandate to support the moral or ethical
demands of a religion held by its citizens (most of us
would object to laws dictating dietary practices). But it
does come as a shock for we have for generations
expected the laws of the land to support our Christian
code of conduct.
No doubt convincing argument could be presented that
the state's concern for the general welfare would justify
the enforcement of certain moral and ethical standards of
conduct and that much of that which is held by the
church to be right is more than a religious practice but is
in fact a basic law of nature and life itself. And it could be
maintained that as citizens we have a right and a duty to
encourage the state to align its legal code with the moral
law. But that is another subject.
Our concern at present is not with what ought to be but
with what is. And that which is, finds the Christian family
and the Christian individual forced to determine their
pattern of life without the support of legal and social
pressure which past generations have leaned upon. The
Christian is finding more and more that his values and his
standards of conduct are different than those of his
neighbors and of society in general.
This calls for the church to develop a conscience which
is based upon the biblical concept of ethical and moral
behaviour—especially New Testament standards and
values. We need to understand what these are. We need
to teach them clearly to children, youth, and adult.
There also needs to be a community of discernment
and support. Each person or each family cannot be left
alone to determine the biblical position on moral and
ethical issues nor to go it alone in living out these issues.
There come a sense of assurance when together
Christians agree on the understanding of Scripture and a
sense of support when fellow believers accept and
practice this understanding in their personal lives and in
their family circle.
This awareness that the ways of society are not the
path for a Christian should alert us to examine all of life.
It just could be that for too long and in too many areas
we have assumed that the laws of the state and the values
of society were equivalent to those of the Christian faith.
Some of the recent decisions and rulings should cause us
to examine all of our ethical and moral practices not in
light of what the state allows or even expects but what the
Bible demands and the lordship of Christ requires.
Caesar is a weak reed on which to lean and a defective
compass by which to steer.
Z

A. W. Tozer

BORN AFTER
A MONG revival-minded Christians I have heard the
saying, "Revivals are born after midnight."
This is one of those proverbs which, while not quite
literally true, points to something very true.
If we understand the saying to mean that God does not
hear our prayer for revival made in the daytime, it is of
course not true. If we take it to mean that prayer offered
when we are tired and worn-out has greater power than
prayer made when we are rested and fresh, again it is not
true. God would need to be very austere indeed to require
us to turn our prayer into penance, or to enjoy seeing us
punish ourselves by intercession. Traces of such ascetical
notions are still found among some gospel Christians,
and while these brethren are to be commended for their
zeal, they are not to be excused for unconsciously
attributing to God a streak of sadism unworthy of fallen
men.
Yet there is considerable truth in the idea that revivals
are born after midnight, for revivals (or any other
spiritual gifts and graces) come only to those who want
them badly enough. It may be said without qualification
that every man is as holy and as full of the Spirit as he
wants to be. He may not be as full as he wishes he were,
but he is most certainly as full as he wants to be.
Our Lord placed this beyond dispute when He said,
"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled." Hunger and thirst
are physical sensations which, in their acute stages, may
become real pain. It has been the experience of countless
seekers after God that when their desires became a pain
they were suddenly and wonderfully filled. The problem
is not to persuade God to fill us, but to want God
sufficiently to permit Him to do so. The average Christian is so cold and so contented with His wretched
condition that there is no vacuum of desire into which the
blessed Spirit can rush in satisfying fullness.
Occasionally there will appear on the religious scene a
man whose unsatisfied spiritual longings become so big
and important in his life that they crowd out every other
interest. Such a man refuses to be content with the safe
and conventional prayers of the frost-bound brethren
who "lead in prayer" week after week and year after year
in the local assemblies. His yearnings carry him away
and often make something of a nuisance out of him. His
puzzled fellow Christians shake their heads and look
knowingly at each other, but like the blind man who cried
after his sight and was rebuked by the disciples, he "cries
the more a great deal." And if he has not yet met the
conditions or there is something hindering the answer to
his prayer, he may pray on into the late hours. Not the
hour of night but the state of his heart decides the time of
This article is taken from the book of the same title, copyright 1959
Christian Publications, Inc. Used by permission.

his visitation. For him it may well be that revival comes
after midnight.
It is very important, however, that we understand that
long prayer vigils, or even strong crying and tears, are not
in themselves meritorious acts. Every blessing flows out
of the goodness of God as from a fountain. Even those
rewards for good works about which certain teachers talk
so fulsomely, and which they always set in sharp contrast
to the benefits received by grace alone, are at bottom as
certainly of grace as is the forgiveness of sin itself. The
holiest apostle can claim no more than that he is an
unprofitable servant. The very angels exist out of the pure
goodness of God. No creature can "earn" anything in the
usual meaning of the word. All things are by and of the
sovereign goodness of God.
Lady Julian summed it up quaintly when she wrote, "It
is more honor to God, and more very delight, that we
faithfully pray to Himself of His goodness and cleave
thereunto by His grace, and with true understanding, and
steadfast by love, than if we took all the means that heart
can think. For if we took all those means it is too little,
and not full honor to God. But in His goodness is all the
whole, and there faileth right nought . . . For the
goodness of God is the highest prayer, and it cometh
down to the lowest part of our need."
Yet for all God's good will toward us He is unable to
grant us our heart's desires till all our desires have been
reduced to one. When we have dealt with our carnal
ambitions; when we have trodden upon the lion and adder
of the flesh, have trampled the dragon of self-love under
our feet and have truly reckoned ourselves to have died
unto sin, then and only then can God raise us to newness
of life and fill us with His blessed Holy Spirit.
It is easy to learn the doctrine of personal revival and
victorious living; it is quite another thing to take our
cross and plod on the dark and bitter hill of selfrenunciation. Here many are called and few are chosen.
For every one that actually crosses over into the
Promised Land there are many who stand for a while and
look longingly across the river and then turn sadly back
to the comparative safety of the sandy wastes of the old
life.
No, there is no merit in late hour prayers, but it
requires a serious mind and a determined heart to pray
past the ordinary into the unusual. Most Christians never
do. And it is more than possible that the rare soul who
presses on into the unusual experience reaches there after
midnight.
Evangelical Visitor

Katie Funk Wiebe

When God Does Not Heal

r p H E HUSBAND of a friend of mine had been ill for
•*• some time. In keeping with the Scripture in James 5,
the family called the minister and deacons of the church,
who anointed the sick man with oil and prayed for his
healing. A week later he died.
I listened quietly to the comments of friends and
acquaintances discussing the man's death. Some
wondered kindly yet skeptically, what kind of Pollyanna
faith would deny the realities of life and expect God to
heal a disease for which the doctors had no cure. Others
wondered lovingly yet somewhat bewildered: when people pray in faith and God does not heal is that faith vain?
Is the death of a loved one the reward for putting one's
faith in Him? How does one still the questioning of one's
own soul after such an experience?
Today's renewed interest in and study of spiritual
healing is offering hundreds of sick people hope of
recovery as this movement gains impetus. Yet it is also
leaving in its wake perplexed persons who wonder what
the magic formula for healing may be. And, if there is
one, why can't they learn to say the right words?
I have long agreed with the late V. Raymond Edman
that certain spiritual experiences should remain a secret
between the believer and his Lord and need not be blurted
out in testimony upon demand. For years I have kept to
myself the deep feelings regarding my late husband's
illness and death. Yet as I sense the questions of people
thrust into similar experiences I feel free to speak.
Perhaps a little of what I write may help a person who
wonders why he or one of his has not been healed.
Trouble in Eden
The fall of 1958 is permanently etched in my memory.
Our family had just arrived in Ontario from
Saskatchewan after experiencing a dry, rather unpleasant
summer there. Scorched grass had struggled in front
yards to remain alive and loose dust swirled about one's
every step. Compared to the meager garden returns in
Saskatchewan the bountiful produce of the Niagara
Peninsula seemed the firstfruits of Eden. Everywhere we
saw green grass. Trees towered into the heavens instead
of crouching like tired old people. Flowers bloomed
brilliantly. If this was Ontario, we were going to love it.
We had come from a small pastorate in the prairies to
teach in a private high school and at the same time
continue my husband's education. I felt almost like my
immigrant mother some 35 years earlier, who with
husband and two small children had thankfully left
everything behind in Russia to make a new home and life
in Canada.
The first week of school was disappointing and
difficult. The first week-end Walter, my husband, lay ill,
doubled up with a pain in his abdomen. His illness was
generally diagnosed by the doctor as flu. The pain in his
abdomen subsided, but the general malaise continued
week after week. Each new day in the Promised Land
became as agony with no apparent medical help.
Four months later when Walter was 1,500 miles away
for a church board meeting, his condition suddenly
worsened and an emergency operation revealed a rupThe writer of this article has had her writings published in numerous
periodicals. This article appeared in the Christian Leader and is used by
permission.
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tured appendix, badly infected. Many people prayed for
his recovery. After hanging between life and death for
several days, he showed hope of recovery, but the
convalescence was slow because of the long time the
infection had preyed on his system.
Little did we know that we had begun the first of a
series of operations in a fight for his physical life and the
first in an even stiffer battle for spiritual survival. The
year had been a fiasco, but as health returned, we made
plans to pick up the tangled threads of our life.
A little over a year later when Walter took a routine
physical examination for graduate school entrance, the
doctors discovered a growth in his abdomen. Because he
seemed in generally good health, the operation was
postponed until the close of the school year. We clung to
the promise, "As thou goest the way shall be opened up
before thee step by step."
The diagnosis after the operation was "nonmalignant
but with danger of recurrence." We were thankful. We
praised God for this word from the doctors. To us it was
a signal to live again. And we did. We went camping to
Algonquin Park to enjoy the haunting shriek of the loons
and the grumph croak of the bullfrogs. Later that
summer a third operation was performed, but again we
trusted God's Word that when we passed through the
waters He would be with us (Isa. 43:1-5), and He was.
Walter returned to the university to prepare for his
work as religious journalist, an interest and ambition
which had been his since I first met him. Yet as the winter
wore into spring, we knew that the disease was once again
recurring. By July, he was again confined to the hospital.
As I look back upon these days and the weeks following I
remember best the times we spent searching the Word of
God. We were in need—great physical need and deeper
spiritual need. As we read the Gospels together we
noticed how Christ was always concerned with the whole
man as He ministered to the people.
As we read there was born in us a hope, a trust in God
that what He had done in the past, He was also able to do
today. Friends encouraged us, sometimes with bold
assurance, to pray for healing. It seemed so certain.
Surely God's will was health, since He is the Great
Physician.
And yet we were human and doubted as we believed.
We knew a new growth was constricting the large
intestine, but in view of Walter's past medical history the
doctors were reluctant to operate. Without surgery the
future remained uncertain and each new small symptom
of ill health caused dark clouds of fear to descend.
The Longest Week
The next weeks were some of the longest we had faced
yet as we debated with ourselves, with the doctors, and
with God which way we should go. How quickly would
the illness progress? Since his condition was rare and the
prognosis indefinite, we proceeded with earlier plans to
move to Hillsboro, Kansas. To wait for death was to die
by slow torture. To do nothing was to rot. I heard later of
a patient with a similar disease who lived eleven years.
Walter took a position as book editor in our
denominational publishing house. Again and again we
prayed for trust. We wanted God to be the ground-stuff
of our lives, even though we felt at times like the Israelite
who "walked in darkness and had no light." Let such a
to page six

WHEN GOD DOES NOT HEAL
from page five

person "trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his
God," wrote the prophet Isaiah to comfort the exiled
Jews. Walter wrote in his journah "When this illness
began I said, 'Lord, You are pushing us into a corner—but as long as Thou art in the corner with us.'"
That corner was to get even tighter. After about seven
weeks in his new job, health became an issue once again.
Not as a desperate measure to manipulate God, but in
obedience to God's Word, we called the elders of the
church, who anointed him with oil and prayed over him.
Soon thereafter he called me from the office one day to
say he felt sick. That evening I took him to the hospital.
The memory I cherish most even today is the sight of him
as he drew our three-year-old son to him and murmured,
"My little boy." At our last family devotion, as he lay on
the living room couch, we sang, "As we walk with the
Lord in the light of His Word, what a glory He sheds on
our way." Was this the way of glory? He died a few days
later.
The faith that God was with us had supported us
through a long, difficult period. We had been subject to
fears, to anguish, to desperation. Yet when I walked out
of the hospital that early Saturday morning to tell the
children the long struggle was over, the trust God had
given me through weeks and months of difficult living
remained with me—not as a strong blinding light, but as
a glimmer of hope in the gathering darkness.
At times thereafter I was plagued with the unanswered
questions of why God had not healed. Those who had
encouraged us to pray for healing now remained silent.
Had we been the deluded victims of fanaticism? Had our
faith been vain? I don't think so.
I will always be grateful to the kindly old minister,
wise in the ways of God and man, who is now himself an
invalid, who said to me one day, "The greater miracle
than healing today is the faith in those left behind to
continue life." Man's greatest need in sickness or in
health is a living bond with God. If healing takes place,
how tempted some people might be to trust, not in God,
but in the experience of healing. Every experience with
God of non-healing becomes a part of one's life, as well
as the experience of healing.
,
Those connected with the sick person can react to nonhealing with faith or with bitterness. God is not defeated
because someone dies; we need not be either, nor do we
need to resort to the verbal juggling which prompts some
people to say after a person dies that "God raised him
from his sickbed — He raised him higher."
I believe God can and does heal the sick today. He is
on the side of life and health. Yet faith that believes that
God is able to heal is not sufficient. As one person said,
most Christians, especially those who are seriously ill, do
not find it difficult to believe that God who originally
gave life to man, also has the power to prolong it by
healing. To believe that God is able, is perhaps the
smallest obstacle to healing.
A Gift of God, Not Magic
I believe also that healing faith is not the kind that is
brought into existence by our zeal, earnestness, or even
our presumption. No preacher can promise healing nor
can we force ourselves by sheer willpower or intellectual
strength to accept this stance. Healing is not something
that can be appropriated in desperation. Asserting the
words of faith boldly does not bring healing.
The prayer of faith that heals is a gift of God (1 Cor.
12:9), a gift we cannot call into being, and most certainly

a gift which is not evoked by learning magic codes. Was
this gift the faith the Apostle James wrote about? In his
epistle he did not indicate that the Lord would always
heal. If so, churches would have the biggest business
going. Death would be obliterated and our old folks'
homes overpopulated. Yet no one should be discouraged
from praying for healing or from going to the skills of
medical science. Both are gifts of God.
Healing faith demands total commitment to God and
His will whether for health or not. Such faith gives a
person strength to face the vicissitudes of life and move
on even though the question may often come, "Lord, if
you had been here my brother had not died." Faith does
not keep us from ugliness of life — its sin, sorrow,
misery, ill health. It gives us power to move on.
When the picture of life is completed, and we see the
whole, if we have trusted in Him, not in faith, we find that
there was a purpose for every experience and it was good.
At the present moment we see a difficult experience as the
end of everything. The disciples saw the cross as the end
of Jesus' life and ministry when it was the beginning of
the new kingdom.
Many years earlier at the death of a favorite teacher,
Dr. A. H. Unruh, Walter wrote about life under the sun
as being but a fragment: "It never attains perfection,
fulfillment, full attainment. Is there a completeness about
infancy, childhood, youth, man, the aged? Does life
flower, come to a perfect cycle, or does it break off?
Why should Dr. Unruh with his wisdom and experience
now break off? He is only ready to begin."
The absurdities, the complexities about life can only be
answered with continued faith that God will put the
fragments together. "A measure of faith is whether you
can look at life's darkness and yet believe in the light."

Avery Sollenberger Ordained
The Sunday morning worship
hour, December 3, 1972, was the
occasion of the ordination of Rev.
Avery Sollenberger, Jr. to the gospel
ministry. The setting was the
Altoona congregation of which he
has been the pastor since 1968.
Rev. Henry A. Ginder, bishop of
the Allegheny Conference, was in
charge of the Ordination Service.
Rev. Alden Long, chairman of the
Ministerial Credentials Board,
presented Brother Sollenberger for ordination and gave
the pastoral charge.
Music was furnished by the local congregation with
Miles Westover singing "Pour Out Thy Spirit," and a
mixed chorus singing "Oh to Be Like Thee." The deacon
of the congregation, Richard Ayers, served as chorister.
Brother Sollenberger is a native of Franklin County,
Pennsylvania, and a son of the Air Hill congregation. He
was converted at the age of nine. He served as deacon of
the Air Hill congregation prior to his first pastorate in
Kentucky where he served the Bloomington-Millerfields
circuit, 1964-1968. In 1968 he was called to the Altoona
Church where he continues to serve.
He attended Messiah College prior to assuming his
Kentucky pastorates. He is married to the former Dena
Glick of North Lawrence, Ohio. They are the parents of
four children: Judy, Gary, Luanne, and Wendell.
Evangelical Visitor

Religious News
Women Still Prefer
Men as Pastors
There are more women church members
than men in the U.S., but the ladies still
prefer men as their ministers, a national
survey indicates.
William J. McKinney Jr., a Pennsylvania State U. doctoral candidate who
analyzed the survey conducted among
members of the United Church of Christ,
said 76 percent of the 700 responses to his
questionnaire were from women.
The survey showed that 68 percent of
those polled indicated a male would be
their first choice for minister. A greater
degree of acceptance of women in the
pulpit was found among persons under 30,
those with higher educational backgrounds, and residents of small cities and
rural areas.
Most frequent reason for the preference:
Men have greater ability to command
respect in the community.
75 Million Said Viewers
Of Key 73 Telecast
The 30-minute TV launching for Key 73,
"Faith in Action," was seen by some 75
million people in North America, says
Virgil Megill, director of the Key 73 Mass
Media Office.
The color film was carried on 667
stations and will be shown to another 100
stations overseas on the Armed Forces
Network.
Directors say the year-long evangelistic
thrust now involves 150 religious bodies
representing 95 percent of all Christians in
North America.
"Common Bible" Due April 2
Protestant, Roman Catholic and
Eastern Orthodox leaders around the
world have given unprecedented endorsement to a new version of the Bible to be
termed, "The Common Bible" on the
cover and "An Ecumenical Edition" on
the title page.
The translation is the Revised Standard
Version, copyrighted by the National
Council of Churches.
The new version, with the exception of
one psalm and two other short sections
from the Greek Bible, brings together all
February
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the literature considered Scripture by
Protestants, Catholics and Orthodox.
Most Youth Oppose Pornography
Most young people in the United States
feel that pornography and the pornographic industry have had a detrimental
effect on society.
'
This canvass of youth in all parts of the
nation revealed that nearly six in every ten
feel that pornography is harmful. The
same survey indicated, however, that a
slight majority said they would oppose an
increase in censorship of "questionable
movies, magazines, or books."
On the issue of pornography, four times
as many noncollege youths were against it
as were their peers in college.
The survey was conducted by telephoning 926 persons between 18 and 24
and was copyrighted by the Unidex Corporation.
"Respect Convictions of Jews,"
Committee Asks Key 73
Concerned that the year-long evangelistic campaign Key 73 might become a
"source of tension and conflict," the
American Jewish Committee has urged
Christian groups participating in the campaign to "respect the convictions and feelings of Jews and to disavow specifically
any intention to proselytize the Jewish
community."
Key 73 Executive Director T. A.
Raedeke assured American Jewry earlier
that proselytizing was not the goal of Key
73, but rather the presentation of a vital
message to all citizens.
Other Key 73 leaders stated that if a
strain were put on Christian-Jewish relationships it would be initiated by the Jews,
not the Christians, through the year-long
effort.
Lutherans Worship on Thursdays
In a move believed to be this area's first,
the 12 Lutheran churches of Staten Island
are jointly sponsoring a Thursday evening
service for people who, for whatever
reasons, can't or don't make it to church
on Sundays.
Atonement Church pastor, the Rev.
Ronald Blom, whose church was selected
for the services because of its central

location, was asked if this innovation
might detract from the sacredness of the
traditional Christian Sunday sabbath. He
thought not.
"Christ said the sabbath is made for
man, not man for the sabbath," he said.
"He meant that we aren't a slave to a
particular day of the week. Thursday
evening can be just as holy as Sunday
morning if that is the time set aside for
spiritual renewal."
The Thursday service will be held year
round. Pastor Blom speculated that it
would prove especially popular in the
summer, when the seashore beckons on
weekends and Sunday church attendance
drops.
Jewish Professor Expects Row
Over Theory on Scroll
A theory that the early Christians based
many of their beliefs on a contrived
theology held only temporarily by the
Essenes, the Jewish Dead Sea sect, has
been advanced by Prof. Yigal Yadin of the
Hebrew University, Jerusalem.
Prof. Yadin, one of Israel's foremost
experts on the Dead Sea scrolls, has
expressed this view in a work which is
about to be published. It deals with the
latest scroll to be deciphered. It was found
during the Six-Day War of 1967. The
scroll is 27 feet long and contains 60
columns of text.
The professor has named it the "Temple
Scroll." He expects his findings to arouse
wide-spread controversy, especially among
scholars specializing in Christian origins.
The uniqueness of the scroll lies in the
fact that it presents for the first time the
entire concept of the Law of Moses held by
the Essenes and includes many previously
unknown portions.
L' Abri Conference
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee, will be
the site of a L' Abri Conference, March
10-18. Staff from the Switzerland headquarters of L' Abri will be present including Dr. Francis Schaeffer. Covenant
College, Lookout Mountain, Tennessee
37350 will be the meeting place for the
conference.
E. Stanley Jones Dead at 89
Evangelist and missionary author E.
Stanley Jones, one of this century's most
noted Christian workers and authors, died
in India on Jan. 25. He was 89 on Jan. 3.
Dr. Jones, a Methodist, spent decades in
India where he was cremated. The ashes
were returned to Baltimore for burial in
the Bishop's Lot in Mount Olivet
Cemetery.
"The Lord has called unto Himself one
of His greatest servants," Billy Graham
said. "He was one of the foremost clergymen of the Twentieth Century. I valued his
friendship and counsel."
Missionary Jones had the distinction of
being one of a few United Methodist
clergymen to be elected to the episcopacy
and refuse the honor. He was chosen in
1928 by the then Methodist Episcopal
Church, but 24 hours later declined the
office.
He is a graduate of Asbury Seminary
and went to India first in 1907.

Warren Hoffman
r P H E Brethren in Christ Church is beginning a "new"
kind of ministry in Labish Village, Oregon. Perhaps
you have heard a bit about it and are wondering just
what's happening up (or out) here. Let me fill you in.
But first, we must settle a preliminary matter. Are you
pronouncing "Labish" correctly? Let's check. Say "uh"
as if you were making a speech and forgot what you were
going to say. Then add an " L " to the beginning of this
verbalized pause and say "Luh." Tack the second
syllable "bish" onto the end, raise your voice a bit for an
accent, and you have correctly pronounced "Luh-bish."
It's as easy as that. Now on to the introduction.
Labish Village is a small community of 500 people just
a few miles north of Salem, Oregon. Most people would
call it "disadvantaged." Several of the streets have only
recently been paved; the rest are still gravel (with huge
potholes). Some — though not all — of the homes are
dilapidated and run-down. Trash and rusting cars rest
among the weeds and underbrush in empty lots. There is
no park, and few streetlights. Several years ago there was
a racial incident, more recently a stabbing, and the
county sheriff continues to make frequent visits to the
area. But the people here, despite their moderate to low
incomes, are no different than other people anywhere.
They enjoy the small pleasures of life, and hope for more.
Like any of us, they have certain flaws and certain
strengths. They have worries and perhaps more than their
share of needs.
In this community is a little white church — Labish
Community Brethren in Christ Church. It was built by
Ben Books (of Upland) and is led now by Pastor Art
Cooper. It, too, could be called "disadvantaged."
Because people are continually moving in and out of the
village, few are around long enough to become members
of the church. Children of all colors crowd t into the
Sunday School, but most of their parents, bound by the
language barrier and reserves of the black and Spanish
cultures, stay home. Even with the seventeen members
tithing, the church has little money. So the pastor must
support himself, working full-time in a nearby cannery.
Yet with few people and little money, the little church
burns with the love of Christ. "Mister Cooper," as the
children call Art, pastors the entire community —
marrying the young couples, visiting the sick and jailed,
lending money to families who run short, driving the
children to fairs and out for hamburgers — meeting
needs whenever they crop up. On Sundays he drives
through the community gathering the children for the
singing and Bible stories at Sunday School. During the
week the church members lead girls' and boys' clubs. The
men of the church are building an "all purpose" court, so
the boys of the community can have a place to play. On
Sunday nights there are services planned to appeal to the
community's young people. Throughout the year there
are two or three revivals and continuing prayers for
unsaved neighbors. For seventeen members and a pastor
who can only work in his "spare time," it is quite a
ministry! But with an attendance of 65 and a "flock" of
8
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500, it's barely scratching the surface. For years the
congregation has prayed for help.
The new mission is the Lord's answer — and at the
same time is the contribution of the rest of the Brethren
in Christ family to this "smaller member."
To call the new ministry a "mission" is accurate, but
somewhat misleading, because the mission here in Labish
is unlike most others. There is no mission building, no
mission "compound," no mission program — nothing, in
fact, that would distinguish it as a Brethren in Christ
mission.
All there is (when we get fully into operation) will be
just six people who will have come to Labish to help.
In many ways this is like the Apostle Paul's missionary
activity. As he traveled, he and his companions were just
a handful of people. They came to a city, told the people
about Jesus Christ, established a congregation, stayed
until it was strong, and then moved on — continuing their
ministry with letters and prayers. While they were there,
they lived among the people, worked among the people,

Salem, Oregon: On February 4 the Labish
Community Church welcomed Mike Frey,
from the Zion congregation in Kansas,
into its fellowship. Mike has come to
Labish Village on a voluntary service
assignment and will be working with the
church and community for the next two
years. Art W. Cooper is pastor at Labish.
and worshipped and served with the local group of
believers. Only a handful of people, yet what a
"mission!" And what results!
Here in Labish Village we want to be a "people"
mission like this. We will worship and serve, not as a
separate organization, but side by side with the
Christians here. And we will live and work among the
people, supporting ourselves (as much as we can) as
"tentmakers," like Paul did.
When our team reaches the goal of six members, this
will mean 30% more "people-power" for this little
church. With these additional energies, the congregation
will be able to finish the "all-purpose" court and provide
recreation for the children. It will have more teachers for
the crowded Sunday School. It will be able to begin more
boys clubs and have activities for the teenagers. It can
have a continuing Bible study during the week. With
Evangelical Visitor
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more people helping, the church will be able to work
more closely with other "services" in the community —
nutrition and sewing classes of the Agricultural Extension Service, the summer camps of the Community
Action Program, the educational efforts of the elementary school, and the various activities of the Valley
Migrant League. Perhaps the church people can fill some
of the potholes in the streets — or take the children on
camping trips.
Hopefully, they can extend their evangelistic concerns
beyond the revivals — with everyone becoming "lay"
witnesses, leading Bible studies and visiting in the
community, learning to know neighbors and then taking
opportunities (when they come) to tell them how Christ
has changed their lives. The aim in all of this is to carry
the Good News, in word and deed, to each of the 500
persons in Labish Village.
Of course, the six persons who will provide this
"people power" will be "borrowed" from other Brethren
in Christ congregations — perhaps yours. So you might
be asked to give up one or two of your members, to
support them with letters and prayers as they come to
Labish, and then to take up the "slack" in their place at
home.
It is an ambitious project, spreading Christians out like
this. It means more work and some pain for all of us. But
it also means that people in "neglected" areas can benefit
from the love of Christ.
There is another benefit, too — one that we might not
expect. Saint Augustine said centuries ago that giving
"disposes us to receive." Already, Connie and I have had
this happen to us. The demands of our "giving" here have
opened us up to "receive" blessing after blessing from
Christ. We are enjoying the Christian life as we never
have before! And we expect the same thing to happen to
the four young people who will join us. As they "give" in
love to the people here, they too will "receive" the gentle
pastoring of the Holy Spirit and, no doubt, a bit of His
pruning and refining, too.
There's no hiding it. We have borrowed some of the
Apostle Paul's methods. And now we are catching some
of his enthusiasm. "This same Good News that came to
you is going out all over the world and changing lives
everywhere, just as it changed yours that very first day
you heard it and understood God's great kindness to
sinners." (Colossians 1:6, Living Bible)
So far what Connie and I have been doing is the basic
thinking (reflected somewhat in this brief report) —
deciding how we tentmakers can "fit in" and what we
can do here in Labish. We have been learning to know
the church folks and the people in the community.
And we've been helping in the church program, leading
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songs and telling Bible stories to the children, teaching
Sunday School, helping with a girls' club and boys' club,
and leading a Bible study.
By this time we have become part of the community
and church. So we are beginning the second phase of our
work — paving the way for the four young people who
will be joining us early this year. We have lined up a
house for the men to rent and a home where the girls can
board. We are working with the missions office in
Elizabethtown (Pa.) in finding persons who want to come
to Labish. And we have been contacting ministers and
professional people in the Salem area who know of jobs
which might be available.
Once the four young people are recruited and arrive
here, Connie and I will be helping them with all the
details of getting settled, finding furniture and silverware
and dishes, lining up transportation, guiding them
through the mild "culture shock" they will experience,
and encouraging them in their initial loneliness. We will
introduce them to people and welcome them into this
Christian fellowship. Then, as we encourage and support
one another, we will begin "giving" so that people in
Labish can "receive" just as surely as we do, God's
extraordinary blessings — now and through all eternity.

Nicaragua Report
The estimated cost of repairing the mission property
damaged in the December earthquake in Managua is
$5,600. The Walter Kelly home in Esquipulas was severely damaged and requires extensive repair, and the
gable ends of the Arroyo church require repair (one
end necessitating almost complete rebuilding). These
assessments result from a recent trip to Managua by J.
Earl Musser (Director of Missions—Overseas) and Carl
J. Ulery (member of the Board for Missions).
Interested individuals and/or congregations are invited
to share in meeting this emergency need. Mark contributions "Nicaragua Restoration" and send them to:
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS
Box 149
Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS
R. 1
Stevensville, Ontario, Canada

Since it is difficult to anticipate in advance the amount
of response, contributors are invited to state their
preference for the use of any "overage" of funds: whether
they would prefer to see any excess monies applied (1) for
Mennonite Central Committee/Mennonite Disaster Service efforts in relief and earthquake restoration, or (2) for
future Brethren in Christ development in Nicaragua.
Rev. Musser reports an encouraging response in the
Nicaragua work in the past several months. A spirit of
revival began with an evangelistic meeting (prior to the
earthquake), which brought a new openness and responsiveness. Since then, conversions have been experienced
in Sunday and mid-week services.
On the Wednesday evening when he and Carl Ulery
arrived in Nicaragua (Jan. 24), the missionaries met
them at the plane and thus were not in the mid-week
services. But God was present, and three young adults
gave themselves in repentance and faith for the first time.

Not at all! At least when God leads.
And we are so sure that God was
leading that we not only do not regret
having gone, but we would do it again,
even with the hindsight we have now.
Originally inhabited by a Pygmy people, Burundi has been populated
In no other experience in the twenty
mainly by the Hutu, an agricultural people of Bantu origin (as are the
years of relief work have we felt God's
Ndebele and the Tonga peoples). Later the famous Tutsi, well-known
s t e p - b y - s t e p going before us.
for their height, their ability to make war, and their dances, came into
Everything clicked. Friends enthe area and Teduced the Hutu to serfdom. Burundi's population now
couraged us. We had excellent health.
stands at four million, of which 85% is Hutu and 15% is Tutsi.
That we were given a year's residence
In recent years there has been a growing unrest among the Hutu, as
visa was a surprise to all. When we
well as between two factions of the Tutsi (one faction remaining loyal to
arrived in Bujumbura, we went to a
King Ntare V, who had been deposed and exiled in 1965, and the other
hotel. The next day a missionary
faction which dominated the new government). Sensing this unrest the
asked us to take the place of a couple
Tutsi feared that they would be overrun by the more populous Hutu, as
who were furloughing in the States,
and gave us legal status. The mission
were their Tutsi brothers in Rwanda which borders Burundi to the
was in downtown Bujumbura. We
north. For in 1969 the Hutu in Rwanda overthrew the Tutsi government
needed no car. The American Emthere in savage fighting. As a result most of the Tutsi fled Rwanda to
bassy just across the street was exneighboring countries, many to Burundi.
ceedingly helpful. The dozen misIn April 1972, fighting broke out in Burundi (sparked first, apparentsionaries in Burundi's capitol gave us a
ly, by a clash between the two Tutsi elements). Soon the Hutu rebels
warm welcome. It was as though
were crushed by the Tutsi-dominated army, followed by systematic
everything had been planned ahead!
reprisals upon the Hutu community. The fighting has unified the two
Which it was — by God Himself!
Tutsi factions who believe they have narrowly escaped a Hutu uprising
And what did we do?
in which all Tutsi would have been the eventual victims.
Not much, really. The Lord did!
Word got around that we were
In writing about the situation, MCC-Africa director Ray Brubacher
there. Soon a great many, whom we
has stated, "One hopes that somehow the churches in Africa will be
had helped in our relief work in 1962
able to help negotiate a peace settlement, as they did recently to end the
to 1964, came to our door to greet us.
17-year Sudanese civil war. The church has usually been satisfied with
They
thanked us again for the food
aiding victims. To actively participate in the peace-making process is
and clothing we had given them then.
much more difficult." — Page Editor
A few, both men and women, were still
wearing the same clothing. Here was
evidence aplenty of the lasting
worthwhileness of relief work.
Just the fact we seemed to care
about them and the terrible times
through which they had lived elicited
expressions of love and appreciation
Norman A. Wingert
which alone was worth our going. We
have cause to believe, too, that our
presence served as a bit of service to
mmmmmm^^
the missionaries and a Christian
witness to the personnel of the
T T IS generally known that Eunice and I went to
American Embassy.
••-Burundi, Central Africa, last October following major
Most of our activities was of course with the Africans
disturbances there earlier in the year. Now that we are
in person-to-person contacts. Eunice plunged into the
returned we would like to give our brothers and sisters a
Beige, the poorest section of Bujumbura, to help the
report on what we found and a personal testimony
refugee widows there. In dribbles she gave out a little
concerning the Lord's foresight and guidance.
cash and care in this situation, and a little in that, one of
my shirts here, one of her dresses there. Twice a week she
The long-standing Tutsi-Hutu tribal feud which burst
held a prayermeeting in a private house where as many as
out in unprecendented violence on April 29, 1972 has
fifty packed in. We both taught some English and Bible
subsided and one is struck with the apparent normal flow
classes.
of life in Bujumbura, Burundi's capitol. Try as one may,
But after about six weeks, government representatives
one just cannot bring one's self to comprehend the fact
were asking what was going on, and offered bribes for
that there have been 100,000 fratricidal deaths in this
evidence of subversive activities. We had to draw in our
little country of 10,000 square miles in the heart of Africa
lines, just as all missionaries have had to do. Toward the
(estimates have run us high as 300,000!), and that tens of
last we lived in a sort of self-imposed house-arrest.
thousands more have fled the country.
But the widows kept coming to our door with beaded
But under the apparent normalcy there are the
necklaces and woven baskets which they had made and
wounds. The approximate two dozen Protestant mission
which Eunice bought, thus making them feel they were
stations have lost teachers, pastors, evangelists, medical
earning. Through our faithful Christian interpreter she
assistants, and nurses. A quarter century of mission
also offered social and spiritual encouragement to these
effort has come to a virtual standstill. A pastor with
utterly destitute women.
whom we worked nine years ago had five of his six sons
During our last month there, the Burundi government
taken.
was making efforts to divert world attention and condemWas it not a foolhardy thing, you ask, for a retired
couple to sell out and go into a situation such as this?

Background on Burundi

With God to and from Burundi
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STRATEGY
SEMINARS
*A Festival of Action Resources''
For pastors and church
or community Key 73 Committees.
Sponsored by Key 73 Continental Central Committee
and hosted by cooperating area Key 73 committees
Key 73 Strategy Seminars
Code
A

Site

Date

A L T A , IDA, MONT, S A S K Great Falls, Mont.
ALA— Birmingham, No. 5
(Civic Center)
A L A S , BC, ORE, WASH-Everett,
Wash., No. 2 (N)
A R I Z - T e m p e , No. 4
A R K - N o r t h Little R o c k , N o . 2 ( N )
C A L (South), H A W - A n a h e i m ,
No. 4 (Disneyland)
C A L (North), N E V - F a i r f i e l d , Cal.
COL, UT, WY-Denver, No. 7 (SE)
DEL, DC, MD, V A - A l e x a n d r i a ,
No. 15 (Telegraph Road)
F L A , PR, V l - D a y t o n a Beach,
Marco Polo Inn, 935 S. Atlantic
G A - A t l a n t a , No. 7 (Six Flags) (W)
I L L - G l e n Ellyn, No. 17
IND-lndianapolis, No. 8
l A - D e s Moines No. 2 (N)
KAN-Kansas City, No. 7
(Downtown Gardens)
K Y - L o u i s v i l l e , No. 2 (NE)
L A - B a t o n Rouge, No. 1 (N)
M I C H - A n n Arbor, No.1 (W)

S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z
AA
BB
CC
DD
EE
FF
GG
HH
II

))

MINN, MAN, W ONT-Brooklyn
Center, Minn., No. 7 (N)
MISS-Jackson Hotel Heidelberg
(Downtown)
M O - B r i d g e t o n , No. 8 (W 1-270)
N E B - L i n c o l n , No. 2 (Airport)
N ENG, M A R I T I M E S , QUEBEC
- B o s t o n , No. 9 (Peabody)
NJ-Paramus (NYC), No. 15
(Parkway Exit 165)
N M E X - A l b u q u e r q u e , No. 2
(Midtown)
NY-Syracuse, No. 4 (Exit 39)
N C AR-Raleigh, No. 2 (Downtown)
ND, S D - A b e r d e e n
OH-Columbus, No. 3(Downtown)
O K L - O k l a h o m a City, No. 5 (S)
PA (West), W V A - P i t t s b u r g h ,
No. 9 (Alleg. Valley)
PA(East)-Philadelphia, No. 5
(City Line)
S C A R - C o l u m b i a , Riverland Hills
Baptist Church (1-26 and 1-20)
TENN-Nashville, Sheraton South
Inn (I-65S and Harding Road)
T E X - D a l l a s , No. 1 (Central)
WIS-Madison, No. 2 (SW)

A l l Key 73 Seminars
are conducted at
Holiday Inns at
cities indicated unless
otherwise noted.
Numbers indicate
which Holiday Inn.

Mar. 15(Th)
Mar. 14(W)
Mar. 16(F)
Mar. 30(F)
Mar. 21(W)
Mar. 31 (Sa)
Mar. 17ISa)
Mar. 28(W)

ie y
Dr. Ted Raedeke
Key 73
Executive Director

Mr. Robert Hart
Seminar Leader
Phase 5 Chairman

Rev. John DeVries
Seminar Leader
Phase 2 Chairman

Mar. 29(Th)
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

7 (W)
10(Sa)
1 (Th)
28(W)
lOJSa)

Mar. 23(F)
Mar. 1 (Th)
Mar. 16(F)
Mar. 21 (W)
Mar. 3 (Sa)

The Key 73 state-wide seminar is designed to create greater grassroots awareness of Key 73 and to provide program resources and
guidelines for lay witness, Bible study, Bible distribution, fair
ministries, youth outreach and impact weeks. Strategy from all
phases of Key 73 will be shared. It will include Key 73 mass
media information and promotion ideas.
Seminar Schedule:

Mar. 15(Th)
Mar. 24(Sa)
Mar. 9 (F)

Registration, coffee, displays at 9:00 a.m.
Seminar and luncheon 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Optional planning groups 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Mar. 23(F)
Mar. 31 (Sa)
Mar. 29(Th)
Mar. 24(Sa)
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

8 (Th)
8 (Th)
3 (Sa)
22(Th)

Mar. 22(Th)
Mar. 30(F)
Mar. 9 (F)
Mar. 2 (F)
Mar. 17(Sa)
Mar. 2 (F)

k
w&i

(PRINT)

KEY 73 STRATEGY SEMINAR REGISTRATION
Phone

Name

(A.C.)

Address
City

State/Prov.

Zip.

Representing.
"Yes,

I'll be there and have_

others w i t h me f o r the seminar at
Enclosed is a check f o r

($10.00 per

person)." Groups are encouraged to sponsor their participants.
Late Registration: Luncheon is not

included when registration is mailed less

than 10 days prior to your seminar.
Seminar code letter
•

Date mailed

.

We desire to display our Key 73 resources a t .
.seminars on
attached list. Cost f o r display is $10.00 per seminar. Please reserve us tablet o p space and send application.
CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
"Key 73 Seminar," 418 Olive St., St. Louis, Mo. 6 3 1 0 2 , (314) 436-1973

The i972 Sunday School
Enlargement Winners
Being a winner in the Forward Enlargement Campaign
does not come about by accident. Whether there has been
a conscious effort to win or not, there has been a strong
effort in those activities which cause growth.

Ann Niesley, Carlisle superintendent showing plaque to
Walter Winger (center) pastor and Ivan Beachy, director of Christian education.

CARLISLE
Class A this year was the Carlisle, Pennsylvania,
Church. Located in the Allegheny Conference, as were
the other three winners, the superintendent is Miss
Anne Niesley, the pastor is Walter Winger and the director of Christian Education is Dr. Ivan Beachy. The
marked growth is attributed to a sense of community
which has developed an enthusiastic congregation. The
people are interested in being involved and the talented

How They Won
Charles Alleman, assistant,
and LeRoy Kipe, superintendent of the Green Springs
Sunday School holding the
plaque they won.

David Kingsborough, superintendent, and Simon Lehman, pastor, admire the plaque won by the Roseglen Sunday School.
Ernest Force (right) superintendent of Cedar Springs Sunday School last
year passes plaque to this year's assistant superintendent, Warren
Whitesel with the pastor Clarence Brubaker looking on.

leaders are giving excellent direction. As a result the
church is reaching out and others are drawn to the
church and Christ.
GREEN SPRINGS
Green Springs Church, near Newville, Pennsylvania,
won in Class B. Pastor John Rosenberry enthusiastically
reported their effort to cut off inch by inch the 16 foot
neck tie worn by superintendent Charles Alleman. Each
new person attending qualified the person inviting to snip
off an inch for each Sunday the new person attended.
Since the effort started four weeks before the campaign
launch date, persons attending regularly caused the tie to
shorten quickly. In fact by the third Sunday in October
Mrs. James Yohe was qualified to cutt off 39 inches.
Because the tie was not that long, Mr. Alleman took off
the tie and gave it to her. Leroy Kipe is the assistant
superintendent.
CEDAR HEIGHTS
The Class C award went to Cedar Heights of Mill
Hall, Pennsylvania. Known formerly as the Cedar
Springs Church this congregation relocated during the
past year, moving into a lovely new church building. The
pastor Clarence Brubaker indicated several factors which
contributed to steady growth throughout the year.
Among these were a loyal, dedicated staff eager to
expand the ministry of the congregation; a growing
community interest in the church; and the attraction of a
new facility.
Ernest Force was superintendent of the Sunday school
during the time of their attendance achievement.
ROSEGLEN
The Roseglen Church, with its new name, near Duncannon, Pennsylvania, was the winner in Class D. Simon
A. Lehman, Jr., is the pastor and David Kingsborough
the superintendent. While the average attendance for
to page two
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These "Views"
Do Not Conflict
In early June, 1971 the young people from Skyline
View Brethren in Christ Church in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, visited Niagara Falls, Ontario. They were taken
on a tour of the city and had an enjoyable time. Not long
after they left, the young people from Falls View
Brethren in Christ Church received an invitation to spend
a week-end in Harrisburg "sometime in the near future."
However, the "near future" became almost a year
later. The time in between was spent in making
arrangements, planning our musical numbers and selling
submarine sandwiches to raise funds. With everything
arranged we planned to go for the holiday weekend of
May 19-22, 1972.
Everyone was looking forward to a great weekend
when we loaded the bus at noon on Friday. We managed
to keep ourselves occupied by singing, talking or sleeping
away the long hours until we reached the Skyline View
Church. After our midnight snack, we rolled out our
sleeping bags on the church floor and bedded down for
the night.
We were awakened early (with much grumbling, I
assure you) and enjoyed a breakfast prepared for us at

the church. We loaded the bus again, said good morning
to Howard, our bus driver, and left for Messiah College
where we attended the graduation exercises. After a tour
of the college, the remainder of the afternoon was spent
at the Harrisburg Planetarium. If nothing else, we "stargazers" learned the position of Venus and even managed
to locate it that night. In the evening we were "let loose"
in the East Mall Shopping Plaza where we could do any
shopping, or looking, we wanted. Two of our chaparones
were enjoying themselves so much, they were left behind
but were grateful to see us return for them, later. Back at
the church we watched an interesting film in which a
skeptical scientist set out to prove Christs' resurrection
for himself.
On Sunday morning we were fortunate to hear a
speaker from a Teen Challenge Centre tell how Jesus
Christ changed his life. Three of our singing groups sang
their musical number. After the services, and a lunch we
visited the town of Hershey and the Indian Echo Caves.
Now we had become well-educated in both Astronomy
and Geology! The rest of the day was spent at the Harold
Chubb home, where recreation was available. We entertained ourselves by displaying our "talents" on the diving
board and slide at the pool. The "untalented" nonswimmers had their choice between volleyball and badminton. We then enjoyed a barbecue supper which could
easily have been mistaken for a feast! When supper was
finished and it became dark, we sat in a circle on the patio
and sang folk hymns and enjoyed an evening of
fellowship with the Skyline View young people.
The next morning, after a tour of the Hershey
Chocolate Factory, we loaded the bus for the last time
and left for home.
Although we were tired, we spent the time on the bus
talking about the great time we had had. Not only did we
have fun, but we had the chance to meet many new
people who made us feel welcome with their hospitality.
Also, being together as a group for a full week-end helped
us to get to know each other better and become a more
unified young people's group.

BURUNDI
from page ten

nation from itself to "outside, foreign influences." This is
plainly shown in a speech by President Michombero on
the celebration of the seventh anniversary of the founding
of the Burundi Republic:
"You foreigners, whether you are an ambassador,
whether you have come to work for yourself . . . or to
teach about God . . . anyone who teaches disunity will be
prosecuted. It is not going to be the case of someone
thinking that after setting the Bahutu and the Batutsi
against each other one can just jump on a plane
tomorrow. He will pass under the sod before leaving
here. We can no longer consider expelling people
anymore. If we catch someone tomorrow it will be
useless for his ambassador to say, "Please let him leave."
Whether he be black, brown, or white, death will be the
same for all; he needs to be punished by the laws of the
government of this country."

With this increasing anti-foreign feeling, with
activities severely circumscribed (as with all missionaries), and with the return of the missionary couple we
were replacing, we felt that our presence in Burundi
was becoming an increasing hazard to Africans, missionaries, and embassy personnel alike, for in a police state,
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any charge, either true or false, can affect adversely the
entire foreign community (this of course is true of
each missionary).
We therefore felt we could be of greater help outside,
instead of inside, Burundi. Accordingly we appointed two
responsible Christian business men who are to receive
our monthly remittance with which to pay the house rents
for twenty widows. Our interest therefore in Burundi
continues. We ask very special prayers for the missionaries still there. Some have been sent out of the
country, some have elected to leave, a few new ones have
come, but all of them are under tension and need your
prayers.
Do pray for the people of Burundi, both Tutsi and
Hutu. Satan has buffeted these tribes people severely,
and maneuvered them into situations where it is either
kill or be killed. God grant there be no further carnage!
We are now back in Reedley, California, with the same
address as before (P.O. Box 168, zip 93654), rejoicing
that God saw fit to send us on this mission. We thank
everyone for your interest and prayers. We know you
prayed.
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Church News
College

Cultural Series
The Newark Boys Chorus will appear at
Messiah College on Thursday, March 80 as
a Cultural Series event. The 30-voice
choir, directed by James McCarthy, performs from a repertoire of Renaissance to
rock music.
A second event in March will feature
Guy Carawan, folk singer, on Tuesday,
March 13. Both events will take place in
the Eisenhower Campus Center.
Choral Society Spring Tour
The Messiah College Choral Society, a
choir of 40 voices under the direction of
Ronald L. Miller, will tour Pennsylvania
and New York, March 16-25. Performances at churches and schools in the
Harrisburg area also have been scheduled
for this spring.
This year's program will include
Renaissance motets, three settings of
Psalm 23, and several American folk
hymns. Kodaly's "Jesus and the Traders"
and "The Pharisee and the Publican" by
Schuetz will be among Biblical scenes
portrayed in song. The group also will
perform several hymn arrangements with
organ.
Several Brethren in Christ churches will
be visited by the choir: Lancaster, March
4, a.m.; Cedar Heights, March 16, p.m.;
Fairland, March 25, a.m.; Hollowell,
March 25, p.m.; Carlisle, April 8, a.m. On
March 19 the Clarence Center congregation will join the Clarence Center Mennonite Church for an evening concert. The
final performance of the season will be in
the Messiah College Chapel on Sunday
evening, April 8.
Basketball
Messiah Falcons will host the play-offs
of the NCCA (National Christian College
Athletic Association) in the Eisenhower
Campus Center March 9 and 10. The
association includes schools in Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Ohio.
From the following schools, four will be
chosen to play in the District Tournament:
Eastern, Eastern Mennonite, Philadelphia
College of Bible, Baptist Bible, Lynchburg
Baptist, Malone, and Messiah.
Winners of the tournament will go to the
regionals, hosted by the champions in
District One in the Northeast. Winners of
the regionals will participate in the
national play-offs in Chattanooga,
Tennessee.
The annual Sunday School Tournament, featuring teams from Brethren in
Christ churches, will conclude March 2
and 3, having begun February 23 and 24.
Kings Tournament
Teams from Messiah College will participate in the seventeenth Kings College
Tournament in New York March 1, 2, and
3. The Christian college sports tournament
will feature competition in basketball,
barber shop quartet, girls' volleyball.
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alumni foul shooting, table tennis,
bowling, chess, and cheerleading.

Conference News
ALLEGHENY
The Five Forks congregation reports that
eight people "read the Bible through in
'72." The WMPC of the congregation
sponsored a Welcome Home Tea and
Food Shower for the Frank Kipes on
Sunday evening, Jan. 21. The Kipes have
arrived home from Africa for an eight
month furlough. Rev. James W. Esh is the
pastor.
Mr. and Mrs. Omar H. Kipe, R. D. 5,
Waynesboro, Pa., observed their 50th wedding anniversary on January 20. Friends
and relatives from around the world
honored the Kipes with a shower of over
150 anniversary greetings. Mr. and Mrs.

ATLANTIC
Cross Roads congregation observed
Youth Day on Feb. 4 by the youth leading
services and teaching the Sunday school
classes. A special feature for the morning
service was the "Agape" singing group
from Messiah College. "The Sound of the
Trumpet" film was shown in the evening
service. The pastor at Cross Roads is Rev.
Roy J. Peterman.
The Pequea congregation held a missions program on Sunday, Jan. 14, entitled, "Mission Happening Today." Dr.
K. B. Hoover presided over the program.
Also participating were Daniel G. Engle, J.
Wilmer Heisey, Dr. Glenn H. Hoffman,
Mark S. Hess, and pastor, Rev. Keith
Ulery. A fellowship luncheon was served
following the program.

CANADIAN
Rev. and Mrs. Alonzo Vannatter
observed their 50th wedding anniversay on
Dec. 10, 1972. The couple's five children,
their husbands and wives, and 23
grandchildren shared with the couple in a
family dinner at the Langton Community

Kipe were guests of honor at a dinner given
by their children at the Holiday Inn,
Gettysburg. The Kipes' six living children
were all present for the occasion. They are:
Keith, Lawton, Okla.; Mrs. John (Janet)
Hostetter, Marion, Pa.; Rev. Frank,
C h o m a , Z a m b i a ; Howard, R. R.,
Waynesboro, Pa.; Alan, Hagerstown,
Md.; and Mrs. Mervin (Lois) Peckman, R.
R., St. Thomas, Pa. One daughter, Mrs.
George (Gladys) Paulus, is deceased.
Brother and Sister Kipe have served in
many different capacities in the Five Forks
Church for a number of years.
The Martinsburg congregation observed Youth Sunday on Feb. 4, by the
youth group, the Omegans, taking charge
of Sunday school, morning worship, and
evening worship. Special guest speaker for
the morning worship service was Dr. Glenn
H. Hoffman, Palmyra. Dinner was served
to the group in the church basement. The
film, "Sound of the Trumpet" was shown
in the evening service. Each Omegan was
urged to bring an unchurched friend to the
day's activities. Rev. Robert Keller, Sr. is
the pastor.
The Christ's Crusaders of Redland
Valley sponsored the film, "Two a Penny"
on Jan. 12. Area young people of various
churches and Bible clubs were invited. On
Jan. 21 the church also hosted a presentation of "Peaceful Warrior," a dramatic
production by Maranatha Productions,
Inc., Ephrata, Pa. The play told the story
of the martyrdom of Michael Satler, a
16th century Anabaptist. The pastor is
Rev. Jay E. Sisco.

Centre. Included in the guests were Bishop
and Mrs. Roy V. Sider and Rev. and Mrs.
Edward Gilmore. Rev. Vannatter has
served as pastor of the Frogmore congregation since 1943.
Rev. and Mrs. John Schock, pastor
and wife at Ridgemount Church, will conduct a "Kid's Crusade" for school age
children during the Spring Holidays on
March 19 through 23.

CENTRAL
Dr. Marion Heisey, superintendent of
the Navajo Mission, shared with the
Highland congregation via word and
colored slides on Sunday evening, Jan. 14.
Also sharing in that service was the Peace
Team from Messiah College. Rev. Louis
Cober is the pastor.
The men of the Phoneton congregation
held a breakfast and fellowship in the
church on Friday, Jan. 12. Rev. Elam
Dohner, pastor, and Alton Richards,
deacon, were hosts and cooks.
Evangelical

Visitor

The WMPC of the Pleasant Hill congregation met on Sunday evening, Feb. 4.
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Lenhert shared some of
their experiences from their year spent at
Mtshabezi Hospital, Rhodesia. They also
showed slides. The pastor is Rev. Glenn A.
Hensel.

MIDWEST
The W M P C of the Abilene congregation

were in charge of the mid-week service on
Wednesday, Jan. 24. The Elbert Freys
shared concerning their recent trip to
India. Rev. W. Edward Rickman is the
pastor.

PACIFIC
Bishop Donald Shafer brought the
morning message to the Ontario congregation on Sunday, Jan. 28. A potluck dinner was held at the church in Bishop
Shafer's honor. Rev. Aaron Stern is the
pastor.

BIRTHS
Byer: Anita Marie, born Jan. 25 to Rev.
and Mrs. Charlie Byer, SpringvaleCheapside congregation, Ontario.
Miller: Dennis Wayne, Jr., born Jan. 17
to Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Miller, Pleasant
Hill congregation, Ohio.
Poe: Christina Ilene, born Dec. 31 to
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Poe, Pleasant Hill
congregation, Ohio.
Sider: Douglas Paul, Jr., born Jan. 5. to
Rev. and Mrs. Douglas Sider, Welland
congregation, Ontario.

WEDDINGS
Butchers-Lofthouse: Ruby Lofthouse
and James Butchers, both of Hamilton,
Ontario, Dec. 30 in the Ridgemount
Church with Rev. John Schock officiating.
Wenger-Turman: S a n d r a Kay,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. W. Rupert
Turman and Jeffrey Allen Wenger, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald L. Wenger, both of
Mechanicsburg, Pa., Jan. 13 in the
Mechanicsburg Church with the bride's
father, Rev. Turman and student pastor,
Kenneth R. Gibson, assisting.
Winger-Jackew: Karen, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. William Jackew, R. R. 2,
Hagersville, Ont., and Roy, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Leslie Winger, R. R. 1, Hagersville,
Ont., Dec. 16 in Springvale Church with
Rev. Paul Nigh officiating.
Zook-Willems: Elizabeth Marianne,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Nick Willems,
Clearbrook, British Columbia, and Jerry
La Van, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. LeRoy
Zook, Midland, Mich., Dec. 8 in St.
A n d r e w s C h a p e l , U n i v e r s i t y of
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan,
with the bride's father and Rev. Henry
Harder, Saskatoon Central Mennonite
Brethren Church officiating.
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OBITUARIES
HARVEY LAUVER
1896-1973
Lauver: Harvey S. Lauver, 76, Mifflintown, Pa., died Jan. 16, 1973 in the
Harrisbury Hospital. He is survived by
his wife, Mrs. Ruth Kanode Lauver;
seven sons: Clair K., Rufus E., James H.,
Leban K., George A., Ray S., and Boyd
F.; four daughters: Mrs. Lois Myers,
Mrs. Dorcas Brandt, Mrs. Esther Davis,
and Mrs. Alma Shelley. Also surviving
are three brothers, three sisters, 34
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , and four g r e a t
grandchildren. He was converted and
joined the Brethren in Christ Church in
1915. He was ordained in the ministry in
1939. He served as pastor of the Saville
and Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ
Churches. The funeral service was held in
Cedar Grove Church with Rev. M.
Bollinger: Cletus O. Bollinger, born
June 21, 1908, died Dec. 21, 1972, in his
home in Robertsdale, Pa. He was the son
of Charles K. and Mary V. Armstrong
Bollinger. He is survived by his mother and
the following brothers and sisters: Merle
J., Mrs. Virgil Moore, Mrs. Marshall
Idister, Mrs. William Donahue, Mrs.
George Lovejoy. One brother preceded
him in death. The funeral service was held
in the Robertsdale Church of God with
Rev. John Seippel and Rev. Bedsaul Agee
officiating. Interment was in the I00F
Cemetery, Broad Top City.
Feese: David Leslie, born July 1, 1951,
died Nov. 16, 1972, in the Monroe County
General Hospital, East Stroudsburg, Pa.
He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul B.
Henry, Sr. who survive. Also surviving
are his paternal grandmother, Mrs. Beerch
Hadley; step grandmother, Mrs. Virgie
Kraybill; two brothers, George E. and
Joseph M.; a sister, Carolyn; a half sister,
Mrs. Shirley Simpson; three step brothers;
three step sisters, and four nephews. He
was a student at Penn State University and
a member of the Grantham Brethren in
Christ Church. The funeral service was
held in the Grantham Church with Dr.
Robert B. Ives and Rev. Arthur Musser
officiating. Interment was in the Grantham
Memorial Park Cemetery.
Herr: Emma H. Herr, born May 28,
1873, near Elizabethtown, Pa., died Jan. 4,
1973, in the Messiah Home. She was the
daughter of John Ryder and Mary B.
Heisey Herr. She was converted under the
ministry of Bishop Jesse Engle in 1887 and
united with the Brethren in Christ Church.
She is survived by four nephews: Preston
H. and Dean Markley; John W. and
Kenneth Sparrow; and two nieces: Mrs.
Elam Dohner and Mrs. O. F. Palmer. She
was preceded in death by two sisters: Anna
Mary and Alice H. From 1902-1930 she
taught at the Hepzibah Bible School,
Tabor, Iowa. A number of her students
served as missionaries to many parts of the
world. The funeral service was held in the

Eugene Heidler and Rev. Luke L. Keefer
officiating. Interment was in Cedar
Grove Cemetery.

Bishop Henry A. Cinder gave the
following tribute: "Brother Lauver was
conscientious and consistent as a Christian and as a minister. He possessed the
great quality of dependability. We prized
his friendship."

Messiah Home Chapel with Rev. Titus M.
Books, Rev. Leroy G. Yoder and Rev. Joel
Carlson officiating. A service was also held
in Martin Funeral Home, Abilene, Kansas, with Rev. Edward Rickman and Rev.
Elam O. Dohner officiating. Interment was
in Abilene, Kansas cemetery.
Landis: Jonathan S. Landis, McAlisterville, Pa., born July 12, 1944, in Juniata
County, died Jan. 4, 1973. He was the son
of William H. and Martha Burd Landis. In
addition to his parents, he is survived by
his widow, Connie Willow Landis; one
daughter, Michele; four brothers: David
P., Luke L., Samuel W., and Daniel E.;
three sisiters: Mrs. Darwin Ehrenzellers,
Mrs. Dale Fosselman, and Mrs. Robert
Walters. The funeral service was held in
the Stuck Funeral Home, McAlisterville
with Rev. Eugene Heidler officiating. Interment was in the Hillside Cemetery.
Smith: Lizzie Mae Smith, born Sept. 20,
1908, died Dec. 11, 1972 in Sellersville, Pa.
She was the daughter of Allen L. and Katie
Freed Freed. She is survived by her husband, J. Matthew Smith; five sons: Robert,
Marvin, Douglas, Marple, and David; four
daughters: Mrs. Henry Hunsberger, Mrs.
Wilson Derstine, Mrs. Jimmie Tate, and
Ruth Ann. Also surviving are 19
grandchildren and two brothers. Two sons
and a daughter preceded her in death. The
funeral service was in Silverdale Church
with Rev. A. D. M. Dick and Rev.
Frederick Geib officiating. Interment was
in Silverdale Cemetery.
Werner: Mrs. Gertrude Werner, born
April 1, 1897, died Jan. 19, 1973. She is
survived by her daughter, Mrs. Donald
Moore; two grandchildren; and two sisters,
Mrs. Hazel Hare and Mrs. Sarah
Kumberger. She was a member of the
Boyle Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was held in the Ballard
Funeral Home, Dunnville, Ontario with
Rev. Edward Gilmore and Rev. Cyril
Gingerich. Interment was in the Dunn
United Church Cemetery.
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The Contemporary Scene
Teenage Survey Finds 71% Sympathetic to Religion
Seventy-one per cent of teenagers in the Metropolitan
Washington area participating in a survey feel that
religion is necessary to society.
A 78-page question survey published in the
Washington Star-News drew such an unexpectedly
overwhelming response, publication of the results had to
be delayed six weeks. Areas it covered, besides religion,
included sex, drugs, education, government and world
affairs.
More than half of the nearly 2,500 respondents
indicated they are looking for personal happiness and
self-improvement through religion, and 29 per cent said
they aren't "looking for anything in particular." Seventeen per cent stated a life hereafter is their reason for
being involved in religion.
On church attendance, 26 per cent said they go because
it meets their personal needs, 17 per cent to satisfy their
parents, and 14.5 per cent go out of habit or as a routine.
Some 38.4 per cent reported they do not attend church.

About 82 per cent of the youths said their religious
affiliations were the same as those of their parents.
When given a choice of which they claim as being first
— human being, American, teenager, Christian, Jew,
Buddhist (etc.), white person, black, Indian (etc.) — 66
per cent indicated that being a human being was of first
importance. In second place was being an American —
14 per cent.
Asked whose advice they would seek first, 31 per cent
said they would go to their mothers, 29 per cent their
fathers, 28 per cent another adult relative or friend, and
12 per cent their best friends.
Regarding pressures exerted by parents, school,
government, etc., 38.7 per cent feel they are just about
right, 35.3 per cent reported generally good but a little
too firm, and 19.8 per cent said too firm, not realistic.
When asked if they condone premarital sexual
relations, 35.4 per cent said under no circumstances, 26.1
per cent checked "for my friends, but not for me," and
35.7 per cent were in favor of such relations.

Bills Involve Capital Punishment, Tax-exempt Agencies, Restitution
A series of Congressional bills call for a return to
capital punishment and an amendment to the Internal
Revenue Code involving tax-exempt organizations. A
Maryland bill calls for restitution for children's misdeeds
on the part of parents.
Sen. Paul J. Fannin (R.-Ariz.) has introduced in the
Senate a bill which would require mandatory imposition
of the death penalty for individuals convicted of certain
crimes. They would be : (1) The assassination of a
President, Vice President or state governor; murder of a
judge, policeman, or fireman; murder committed by a
person already serving a life imprisonment term; aircraft
piracy if loss of life occurs as a consequence.
Three bills affect tax-exempt organizations, including
those religiously based. All of the bills, introduced by
Rep. John R. Rarick (D-La.) would amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954. One would require each taxexempt organization to file an annual information return

showing each source (including governmental sources) of
its income and other receipts, and to provide for a loss of
tax exemption in the case of willful failure to file, or
fraudulent statements made in connection with, such
return. Another would provide that tax-exempt
organizations which engage in activities of carrying on
propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, would lose their exemption from tax. The third bill
would provide that tax-exempt organizations which
voluntarily engage in litigation for the benefit of third
parties, or commit other prohibited acts, would lose their
exemption. All three bills have been referred to the
House Committee on Ways and Means.
Under a bill introduced in the Maryland General
Assembly, parents of juveniles damaging property would
be required to make restitution for their children's
misdeeds or perform services for the wronged party.
Parents too poor to pay restitution could be ordered to
"perform some service" suggested by the victims.
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